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Iiving Conditiong

Gaonera? Tost-Har Conditions

1. In ord:r to obtain g full pileture of life in iithuenis &t present it is

- necdesriry to glance back at the years Immediately efier the war (19451949},

. The fectories in Ksumas had been destroyed by the Germans in 1944, and the
Germa 3 had also removed what machinery they could %o Gex - In the be-
ginnig, the workers did not receive any pay for about six months, and
later they were paid with delays of ome or two months. They lived as they
coul¢, The veasants and the fermers were betier off and, although the
Bolsleviks had also carried out requisitions, had managed to hide avey some
reseves of food. In the towns, the shortage of food was acute, Therefore,
everrone "speculated" in any way he could,

2, Sonm: two months after the occunation by the Russians, general mobi’izstion
of a1 men aged 17-15 up to 40 and over was proclained. Many tried to
awvil mobilization, and the story of the beginning of the partisan movement
is w21l lmown.

3. Twwrd the end of 1945 and in 1946, Germasns from Fast Prussia, forced by
ianine, tegan snreading o Lithuania, They were mostly women, girls, and
dildren. They wers often to be seen in the towns, sleeping in the streets,
‘tithout shelter, fond, or adequate clothing; many died of stervation, iater
rost of thouse who survived were sheliered ty the fermers and settled dowm
omehow. (hen the repatriation of all Gerrans was ordered in 1951, it ep-
reared thet there were 12,000 ~ 15,000 of them in Lithuania. There are now
10 Germans left ir the Kaliningrad area,

4, From the end of the war, when Red Army units began t0 be moved back %o
Soviet Ruzsia, there were robberies on a large secele. Fardly snyone escaped
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bsing robbed by a demobdlized Russian, esrecially in 1945, and this cope
%inued right up to 1949, These Russians, 0ld end young, came to Iithuaria
from Russia after the war looking for food, and the young ones, in particu~
lar, vere very skilled thieves, The bendits did not stop at robbery or thiev-
ing; sometimes the victim was murdered befors baing siripped., Hardly a day
passed without some new story of robbery or murder. The robberies were
carried out by dey es well as by right, and it must bo rerembered that sloc~
tric light was supplied only to the center of the city and to offices.

Some women shopkeepers were killed on occasions when the bandit came in when
nobody else was about and then quietly walked out with the contents of the
111, Sometimes the bandits posed as vartisans and went robbing the farmera,

5. During this period, the uorkers had 4o live as bost they could, To keep
themgelves from starving they stole what they could from the factories and
passed it on to the black market. This practice still contimies, Soviet
authoritios inflist :severe penalties if anyone is caughts up to five years
for ecarrying awsy a 5 kg btag of flour or some other commodity., Such punish-
ment does not stop the pilfering, howsver. One cammotl mansge to get enough

. on which to live otherwise. Until 1949, food remained scarce and diffi-
cult to get, Since 1950 conditions heve improved in both respects, btut one

. 8till has to "combins" (work petty racketam) however one can, and so every
worker tries to carry away from his factory uny products he can get hold of.
For examnle, if one works in the Kova clgarotte factory, Ozeskienes Street,
one tries to take awsy wmpacked clgarettes, pack them at home, and them
sell them to somecne in a kiosk or on the merket., If the packet of cligarettes
is retailed at 1.65 rubles; one sells i% to the kiosk msn for 1 ruble and he
gells it at the officiel vries of 1,65 rubles and pockets the. difference,
"If you do not cambine, you cannot livae", is the general rile,

W d Other Forms o

6. 'In 1951, the nrices of various articleaz were reduced, but this was offset
by ‘increasing the norm to be fulfilled by the workers, A worker is not
raid unless he fulfills the vhole of this norm, Those doing heavy work,
for example, loading in the ports, can earn 800 rubles or evem up to 1,000
rubles a month, tut they have to work like slaves, with no time even to stop
to smoke a cigarette, The ordinary and unskilled workers and lower claes
civil servants receive very low weges, A few examples follow,

Position Rubles per Month
Cinema mechanic 450
Postman 370
Kogpital orderly - . 310
Hospital nurse 370
Unskilled worker, from 270
Opdinary worker . 400 - 550

7. It must be remembered that wages in the above geale are subject to compulsory
deductions for state loans and insurances at the rate of 50-60 rubles ner
month, vhile for single persons and those having fewer than a svecified
number of children there is an additional tax, Thus a gross salary, for
example, of 370 rubles per month is actuaslly equal to 310 rubles per month,

8, ‘The pension for the mother of a son killed in the war is 150 rubles per month,
Drivers of trucks teking goods into the provinces sre considered well off
because they can often get something extra for nicking up passengers. To
ordinary peonle, 450-500 rubles is eonsidered quite good nay, Naturally,
higher officials who earn more than 800 rubles, or 1000 = 2000 rubles, can
and do live quite well, There are soms who raceive up to 10,000 rubles per
months "they can live like godsi" The ordinary ran sces clearly that the
Bolshevik system is to form a privileged class (artists, professors, higher
officiale, ete,) and %0 try to attract ths youth of the country (students gei
stivendas of 200-300 rubles per month), Nothing is cared about the others,
the lower grade officials or the common workere, The xule is to play them off
ageinst each other, ]

9. In the pa#st, the noorer people suffered great hardship, Conditions are
better now, and they are learning to manage. For example, some keep goats,
SECF=T/CONTR(L-US OFFICIALS ONLY
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A young she-goat costs about 100 rubles and there heve never besn so many

goots in Kaunas ae there are now, Requiring very little food, they are

very useful for their milk and cheess. Whoover ean keeps a ¢ow, chickens,

or pigs; a live nig sold on the market, weight 2 - 3 centners (1 centner

50 kga), coste 1500 - 2000 rubles, The people have learned to be very ocorncoi-
ictl; not a erumb is wasted and use is made of overy last scrap of food,

The erowded street market ox Tolkuchka plays a great part in todsy’s 1ife in
Keunas, Militiamen raid it from time to time, but nct as they did two or three
years ago,

Shortagey

10. There aro still queues, btut this is probably the result not so mueh of
ghortages as of the system of distribution, RNaturally when white flour ia
brought %o the shops for sale twiss a year, before the first of May and the
October Revolution holidays, queues form at once, but from time to time there
are also queues for the ordinary black bread, The reason for the oceasional
shortege of bread is that flour is deliversd veriodisally to the bakery
(the central bekery in It.uncs ig the Parame}, in an arount that ehould suffies
until the next delivery, If it is used up ehead of time, there is at once a
shortage of bread until the next consignment of f£lour arrives, This aleo
applies to other nroducts; they come, so 0 say, in waves, At one time,
there mey be plenty of everything; at another there is nothing to be obtainad
until the next supply arrives. For example, 1t ieg quite usual for winter
tinge, mch as warm-lined leather gloves, to be available only during the
sunmer;, and summer things only in winter, The winter things are quickly
bought up in the early autumm, and the next supuly does not arrive until the
following summer, and vice versa.

11. The women in the queues and at the market do not hide their feelings, and there
are frequent rows with the militiamen when they try to interfere, The militia-
men are simple country lads and can do nothing against a crowd of angry
women, Sometimes there are regular fights,

12, Shorping is soreotimes comnlicated in other ways. For example, nocket flash-
lights are available, tut the case (ordinary flat type) is obtainable only
in one kind of shop, the battery in another, and the tulb in a third.

Housing,

13, Apartments are scarce and hard to get, and one cannot get a good apartment
without raying anmything from 1000 to 4000 rubles "key-money", A poor spart-
ment (three rooms in a basement) 1s un to 50-60 rubles per mon s an ordinary
three.rocm spartment in a nationalized house cosis 1C00-~120 rubles oer
month,

1., Privete houses, which have not boen nationalized because their cubde dimen
sions (kubatura) were below the limit; -re heavily taxed, The floor epsce
ner nerson im 8 eq.m,

15, If one has a garden, each fruit tree or tush is counted and reglstered,

Ryral Conditions.

16, At oresent the farmers and the peasants are badly off, They estill live in
thelr own farm houses btut new cclicctive farm settlerents are already being
built, The kolkhoz farmer lacks the incentive to work, while, on the other hamd,
there 1s & shortage of sgricultural labor, The digorpenization in the adrin-
istration cf the collective farmes induces young peopls to leave the land and
move to the towns, where each endeavors tc enter some sshool, This emables
him, in Kaunas, for example, to become registersd officially, and this also
explaing why all the schools are so crowded at present, Thre shortage of labor
and the laek of incentlve to work ape the cause of the failure to collect the
Lervest; Lere and there potatoes have remained in the fields and rotted, flax
was not gatheved, ete., Now the veasante ere sometimes even short of bread,

3. Cn the other hand, thoss commected with the administretion of the collective
farms ere better off; they have mach easier "working days”, because the
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agrienltural workers must sometimes put in two or three daya! work to earn ome
Tyorking day's" pay, .

Collestivization

Collestivization is almost complete and now emlraces approximately 90 pereent
of the farms, Individual farmers cannot hold out amy lomger. Even those who
have only five-six hectares of land are forced %o joln the collective fawms,
The taxes on the individual farms are so heavy that no one is able to pay '
them, Some time ago, loans were being granted quite easily, tut after a vhile,
ropayment wes demanded; and,if the farmer could not pay, he was turned out

of his farm, Thle happened only too often, If a farmer cannot paey his

taxes and they are long overduve, he is lucky if he can get into a kolkhoz,
Otherwise he is liable to be arrested and have his farm atteched to the
kolkhoz anyway.

The farmer can sell his produce on the market only if he can prove, by a
cortifieats, that he has fulfilled his deliveries to the state, For his grain
the state pays him 5 rubles per centner while graim on the free market costes
150 = 190 rubles per centner,

Drinldng

There 18 a little less drinking now than there used to be, chiefly because the
farmers have neither the grain nor the potatoes for meking home-hrewed vodka
"Samogon,"” Seme time ago, the people were drinking such spirits very heavily,
They used to cost five = six rubles per half-liter in the provinces and eight -
nine rubles in Kaunas and were made of grain or sugur-beet,

Penalties are now imposed on persons producing Samogon illegally, unless they
can prove that they «re doing so for their own purposes, such as for a wedding,
and not for sals. ]

Prices

The following are a feow food and drink orices prevailing in Lithuaria up to
June 19513

Rubleg
Butter, "Karvute", per 1 kg. 9
Butter, poorer quality (at the rarket),
per ma 30 = 36
Fiour (yheat fleur)(at the market), per kg. 10

(Flour is obtainable in the shops only for o day or twe befors

the lMay and October Revolution holidays, when endrmous queuss form,
and the price ver kg is 6 rubles.) <
Bread, black, per kg 1.65 ;
(vhite bread, "Bulka® is not ordinarily on sale)

Sugar (not always available), per ke, 10 - 12
Potatoes, per kg , 1-1.20

{vhen there is a scarcity, the cost at the morket is sometimes
up to 3 rubles per kg)

Meat, beef, per kg 14
Beor, per bottle 3
Schnappe (vodka) 40%. per 5 liter 22
Wine, per bottle 15 - 20
Cigarettes, Avrora, per 20 1,60
Clgarsttes, Parasiutag, per 20 1.20

{These are the ordinary cigarettes, made in Kaunas, vhich evarybody
smokas. The best quality Pepirosy (Russian type with mouthplecq)
are rarely smoked and cost 6 - 8 rubles per pack).
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Rubleg
A meal in a restaurant consisting of soup and b -7

two meat balls (kotlety)
23, The following are a few prices of clothing nyevailling in Lithuenia uwp to

June 1951:
Rubleg

Cloth for man’s sult, medium quality, .

per meter _ 200 = 300
Cloth for overcocat (good quality is rare) 250 ~ 300
S1ik (scarce and very difficult to get)

per meter 200 - 300
Calico per meter 618
Man®s suit, ready made 1500
Shirt 40 = 100
Gloves, leather with warm lining, pair 40
Shoee, thick crepe rubber scled, from

Czechoalovakis 467
Shoes, ordinary 250 - 300
Shoea, canvas fabric (brezent) 60 - 100

(They last only 2-3 months)
Man®s hat, good quality ’ 100
Socks, men’s, cotton, per palr 68
Soeks, mens, sllk and cotton mixture per paiy 15
Womeris stockings, kapron, per palr 39 =45

(They are made of "parachute ailk")
24, The following are a few prices of general items vrevailing in Iithuania up

te June 1951: Ruble

Bieycle 600 - 800
Sewing machine (hand) 900
Wireleas set, Moskvich, 3-tube 190 - 200
Wireless set, Ural, msde in Kiev, very good

quality, since the svecial recaction of

prices in 1951 800

(The former cost was 1,000 = 1,200 Rs)
Cameru, very simple 100 = 150
Camera, good quality, up to 1000
Wateh, r quality (guarantee anly for

1 year 200 = 600
Car, Moskvich 8000

Caz, Pobeda 18,000

(Cars are not obtainable in ary shop, but only by
some special order)

25, The following are a fow priees for household goods preveiling in I thuania
up to June 1951:

Rubleg
Ordinary chaly (with upholstered scat) 40 = 50
Couch or divan 600 = 1500
Buffat or sideboard, good quality 2000.. 3000
Ordinary iron coolking pot 50
Alvminium cooking pot 50 = 60

26, The following are a few transvortation fares vreveiling im Lithu nia up
to June 1951:

Rubles
Taxi fare in Kaunas {Pobeda car) per km approx. 2
Bus fare in Kaunas, per fare stuge 0.60
Railroad ticket from Vilnius to Moscow, approx. 100
Railroad ticket from Kaunas to Mazeikiai 30-=35
Ticket from Kaunas to Vilnius by air, approx. 70 -
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